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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

I. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Arthur Ortega on 02/26/2010. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

On page 9 of the specification please replace paragraph [0034] with the following 
paragraph. 

[0034] Embodiments of the present invention may be implemented in 

software, hardware, application logic or a combination of software, hardware and application 
logic. The software, application logic and/or hardware may reside on wireless device 12. The 
application logic, software or an instruction set is preferably maintained on any one of various 
conventional computer-readable mediums. In the context of this document, a "computer- 
readable medium" can be any means that can contain[,] or store[, communicate, propagate or 
transport] the program for use by or in connection with an instruction execution system, 
apparatus, or device. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

II. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 1 recites a method for accessing a wireless network with steps as defined in the 
specification (pages 3-9) including detecting at least one wireless network within which a 
wireless device is located while the wireless device in a transmit off mode; and determining 
whether the at least one wireless network is on a list of requested wireless networks; in response 
to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless 
networks, switching the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a transmit on mode; and 
determining whether the at least one wireless network is a wireless network whose identifier is 
unknown. 

The prior art teaches a method for accessing a wireless network including detecting at 
least one wireless network within which a wireless device is located while the wireless device in 
a transmit off mode; and determining whether the at least one wireless network is on a list of 
requested wireless networks; in response to a determination that the at least one wireless network 
is on the list of requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the transmit off 
mode to a transmit on mode. 

However, applicant's independent claim 1 comprises a method with a particular 
combination of steps, as recited above, which allows for determining whether the at least one 
wireless network is a wireless network whose identifier is unknown. 

This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 2-3,5-10 and 12-15 are allowable based on their dependence on independent 
claim 1 . 
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Claim 16 recites a method for accessing a wireless network with steps as defined in the 
specification (pages 3-9) including automatically switching a wireless device to a transmit off 
mode in response to activation of the wireless device; detecting at least one wireless network 
within which said wireless device is located while the wireless device is in the transmit off mode; 
determining whether the at least one wireless network is on a list of requested wireless networks; 
and in response to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list of 
requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a 
transmit on mode. 

The prior art teaches a method for accessing a wireless network including detecting at 
least one wireless network within which said wireless device is located while the wireless device 
is in the transmit off mode; determining whether the at least one wireless network is on a list of 
requested wireless networks; and in response to a determination that the at least one wireless 
network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the 
transmit off mode to a transmit on mode. 

However, applicant's independent claim 16 comprises a method with a particular 
combination of steps, as recited above, which allows for automatically switching a wireless 
device to a transmit off mode in response to activation of the wireless device. 

This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 18-21 and 23-25 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 

16. 
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Claim 26 recites a system for accessing a wireless network with a structures as defined in 
the specification (pages 3-9) including a wireless device; and application logic operatively 
associated with the wireless device and adapted to: switch the wireless device to a transmit off 
mode; detect at least one wireless network within which the wireless device is located while in 
the transmit off mode; determine whether the at least one wireless network is on a predetermined 
list of requested wireless networks; in response to a determination that the at least one wireless 
network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the 
transmit off mode to a transmit on mode; and switch the wireless device to a transmit on mode 
and transmit a probe request frame in response to determining that the at least one wireless 
network is a wireless network whose identifier is unknown. 

The prior art teaches a system for accessing a wireless network including a wireless 
device; and application logic operatively associated with the wireless device and adapted to: 
switch the wireless device to a transmit off mode; detect at least one wireless network within 
which the wireless device is located while in the transmit off mode; determine whether the at 
least one wireless network is on a predetermined list of requested wireless networks; in response 
to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless 
networks, switch the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a transmit on mode. 

However, applicant's independent claim 26 comprises a system with a particular 
structure, as recited above, including application logic adapted to switch the wireless device to a 
transmit on mode and transmit a probe request frame in response to determining that the at least 
one wireless network is a wireless network whose identifier is unknown. 

This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 
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Claims 27, 29-34 and 36 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 

26. 

Claim 37 recites a system for accessing a wireless network with a structures as defined in 
the specification (pages 3-9) including means for switching a wireless device to a transmit off 
mode; means for detecting at least one wireless network within which the wireless device is 
located while in the transmit off mode; means for determining whether the at least one wireless 
network is on a predetermined list of requested wireless networks; means for, in response to a 
determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless networks, 
switching the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a transmit on mode; and means for 
switching the wireless device to a transmit on mode and transmitting a probe request frame in 
response to determining that the at least one wireless network is a wireless network whose 
identifier is unknown. 

The prior art teaches a system for accessing a wireless network including means for 
switching a wireless device to a transmit off mode; means for detecting at least one wireless 
network within which the wireless device is located while in the transmit off mode; means for 
determining whether the at least one wireless network is on a predetermined list of requested 
wireless networks; means for, in response to a determination that the at least one wireless 
network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the 
transmit off mode to a transmit on mode. 

However, applicant's independent claim 37 comprises a system with a particular 
structure, as recited above, including means for switching the wireless device to a transmit on 



Application/Control Number: 10/829,067 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 

mode and transmitting a probe request frame in response to determining that the at least one 
wireless network is a wireless network whose identifier is unknown. 
This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 39-40 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 37. 

Claim 42 recites a system for accessing a wireless network with a structure as defined in 
the specification (pages 3-10) including a wireless device; and application logic operatively 
associated with the wireless device, the application logic adapted to selectively switch the 
wireless device between a transmit on mode and a transmit off mode based on an identification 
of at least one wireless network, the application further configured to determine whether the at 
least one wireless network is on a list of requested wireless networks, the application logic 
further configured to, in response to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on 
the list of requested wireless networks, switch the wireless device from the transmit off mode to 
the transmit on mode. 

The prior art teaches a system for accessing a wireless network including a wireless 
device; and application logic operatively associated with the wireless device and adapted to: 
determine whether the at least one wireless network is on a list of requested wireless networks, 
the application logic further configured to, in response to a determination that the at least one 
wireless network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switch the wireless device from a 
transmit off mode to a transmit on mode. 

However, applicant's independent claim 42 comprises a system with a particular 
structure, as recited above, including application logic adapted to selectively switch the wireless 
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device between a transmit on mode and a transmit off mode based on an identification of at least 
one wireless network. 

This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 43-51 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 42. 

Claim 52 recites a method for accessing a wireless network with a structure as defined in 
the specification (pages 3-10) including automatically detecting at least one wireless network 
within which a wireless device is located while the wireless device is on and in a transmit off 
mode; determining whether the at least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless 
networks; in response to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list of 
requested wireless networks, switching the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a 
transmit on mode; and determining whether the at least one wireless network is a wireless 
network whose identifier is unknown. 

The prior art teaches a method for accessing a wireless network including automatically 
detecting at least one wireless network within which a wireless device is located while the 
wireless device is on and in a transmit off mode; determining whether the at least one wireless 
network is on the list of requested wireless networks; in response to a determination that the at 
least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switching the wireless 
device from the transmit off mode to a transmit on mode 

However, applicant's independent claim 52 comprises a method with a particular 
combination of steps, as recited above, which allows for determining whether the at least one 
wireless network is a wireless network whose identifier is unknown. 
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This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 54-55 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 52. 

Claim 57 recites a system for accessing a wireless network with a structure as defined in 
the specification (pages 3-10) including a wireless device; and application logic operatively 
associated with the wireless device and adapted to automatically detect at least one wireless 
network within which the wireless device is located while the wireless device is on and in a 
transmit off mode, the application logic further configured to determine whether the at least one 
wireless network is on the a list of requested wireless networks, the application logic further 
configured to, in response to a determination that the at least one wireless network is on the list 
of requested wireless networks, switch the wireless device from the transmit off mode to a 
transmit on mode; and automatically switch the wireless device to a transmit on mode in 
response to identifying the at least one wireless network. 

The prior art teaches a system for accessing a wireless network including a wireless 
device; and application logic operatively associated with the wireless device and adapted to: 
automatically detect at least one wireless network within which the wireless device is located 
while the wireless device is on and in a transmit off mode, the application logic further 
configured to determine whether the at least one wireless network is on the a list of requested 
wireless networks, the application logic further configured to, in response to a determination that 
the at least one wireless network is on the list of requested wireless networks, switch the wireless 
device from the transmit off mode to a transmit on mode.. 
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However, applicant's independent claim 42 comprises a system with a particular 
structure, as recited above, including application logic further configured to automatically switch 
the wireless device to a transmit on mode in response to identifying the at least one wireless 
network. 

This is neither taught not suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 58 and 60 are allowable based on their dependence on independent claim 57. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

III. The prior art made of record is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Calhoun et al. Patent No.: US 7,346,338 Bl discloses a wireless network system 
including integrated rouge access point detection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRANDON J. MILLER whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7869. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/George Eng/ /Brandon J Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 7 Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 7 

February 26, 2010 



